CHAPTER II

A VAGUE BUT EPISCOPAL  CHARGE  OF IMMORALITY
I883

RUMOURS had been spread for some time that the Salvation
Army encouraged a form of hysteria which led in many
instances to sexual immorality. It was commonly stated
that Salvationists held a meeting called " Creeping for
Jesus/' in which the lights were turned down, and men and
women, getting upon their knees, proceeded to crawl upon
the floor groping with their hands in the darkness.

These and other rumours, with accounts of blasphemous
handbills supposed to be circulated by Salvation Army
Officers, tended to inflame respectable opinion. There was
a strong feeling among some of those who knew nothing of
William Booth and nothing of the frightful condition ex-
isting in parts of the great cities, that the Salvation Army
was a scandal and an outrage. People said that Salvation-
ists deserved everything they received at the hands of the
mob. Newspapers so eminent as The Times pronounced
judgment against General Booth. Religious people and ir-
religious people uttered their disapproval of these noisy,
irreverent, and now immoral Salvationists.

It was, on the whole, a good thing that these flying
rumours should at last take shape in a more or less definite
charge uttered by wholly responsible people. In the Upper
House of Convocation of the Province of Canterbury, on
the roth of April, 1883, the Bishop of Oxford (Dr. Mackar-
ness) said:

The point I wish to raise is a very definite one. This Sal-
vation Army professes to be an agency for promoting holiness,
upon which it is said by persons whom I have reason to trust
that it promotes not holiness, but distinct immorality to a great
degree. What I would do is to institute inquiries from those
who have seen the work, so as to enable us to say whether
they are working with the contrary result to that which the
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